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Jesus Was Baptized
in the Spirit

The Holy Spirit has always been present. In Genesis 1:2 
it says, “The earth was formless and void, darkness was 

over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving 
over the surface of the water.” It is written in Genesis 2:7, “Then 
the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a 
living being.” 
 The Spirit of God and the breath of God are one in the same. 
Adam became a living being when the breath of God came upon 
him. The Holy Spirit has been around forever, but, until Christ 
came and died for us, He did not dwell within people continu-
ally.
 Jesus’ ministry did not begin until He received His impar-
tation of the Holy Spirit. Jesus was conceived by the power of 
the Spirit. However, He did not attempt ministry without the 
Spirit’s power. The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity. 
He is not an “it” or a ghost, but the third person of the Godhead. 
He came to give Jesus and us a ministry of power.
 One of the ways that we can look at the Godhead and how 
the Holy Spirit is equally as important is to compare the God-
head to an egg. An egg has a shell, yoke, and the egg white. You 
can use each component by itself, but they are all comprised 
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together. It is the same with the Godhead. Our Father God, Je-
sus His Son, and the Holy Spirit are all individual members of 
the Godhead Trinity, but all have separate functions. The Holy 
Spirit comes to give us the power to minister here on earth.
 Jesus knew of this power. That is one of the reasons why He 
went forth to be baptized, not only in water by John but by the 
Spirit of God, which descended upon Him directly afterward. 
“When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from 
the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon 
Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased’” (Matt. 3:16-17).
 It was after Jesus was baptized that, “Jesus was led up into 
the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted by the devil” (Matt. 
4:1). Upon coming out of the wilderness, after having fasted 
forty days and nights (Matt. 4:2), Jesus called his disciples to 
follow Him, which was the start of His ministry. He began His 
ministry by teaching, preaching, healing, discipling and casting 
out demons. 

Jesus went throughout all Galilee teaching in their syna-
gogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and heal-
ing all kinds of sickness and all sorts of diseases among 
the people. His fame went throughout all Syria. And they 
brought to Him all sick people who were taken with vari-
ous diseases and tormented with pain, those who were 
possessed with demons, those who had seizures, and those 
who had paralysis, and He healed them. – Matt. 4:23-24

 Jesus began to minister and teach the Kingdom through the 
Spirit’s power. He is transferring that power and responsibility 
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to us by inviting us to be baptized in the same Spirit that em-
powered His ministry.
 There are different terms for receiving the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit, including Spirit Filled, Baptism of the Holy Spirit or 
being filled with the Holy Spirit. They all mean the same thing 
and produce the same result.
 Jesus was baptized with the Holy Spirit directly after His 
water baptism. Baptism of the Holy Spirit for us can happen at 
the moment of conversion or subsequent to conversion. There 
is no wrong or right way to have the Spirit descend upon you. 
It can happen at the moment of conversion, depending on how 
you are inviting Jesus into your heart and asking to receive the 
Holy Spirit. It also can happen after conversion, at any point in 
your life that you are asking to receive the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit. It can be done by the laying on of hands. Or you can ask 
and invite the Holy Spirit to fill you in your own personal prayer 
time, in a worship service or at any other time.
 Does this mean that you didn’t have the Holy Spirit before 
you were baptized in the Spirit? No, it doesn’t mean that at all. 
The Holy Spirit has been around us. He convicted us and drew 
us into a relationship with Jesus. And you probably felt Him 
around when you invited Jesus to be Lord of your life at the mo-
ment of salvation. 
 When we are saved, we get the Holy Spirit. He convicts us, 
teaches us, instructs us and helps us in our relationship with 
Jesus and our Heavenly Father. He leads us, is our Comforter, 
Friend, Counselor, Guide, and Advocate. He has been with us 
since the moment of salvation. 
 When you ask for and receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
it is then that you are immersed, filled, overflowing with the 
Holy Spirit and with His power. When you are baptized in the 
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Spirit, you are continually full! You have everything you need to 
go out and advance the Kingdom, change the world and impact 
people’s lives.
 Picture yourself on a hot, 90° summer day. You are mow-
ing the lawn, drenched in sweat and really thirsty. Do you want 
half a cup of water in a moment like that? Or do you want a cup 
of water so filled to the brim that the water is starting to spill 
over the edge? Of course, you want the overflowing cup! That’s 
what it is like when we are immersed in the Holy Spirit! Our 
cup is overflowing! Why do you want some of the Holy Spirit, 
as in the day of salvation, when you can have an abundance of 
the Holy Spirit and be filled with the gifts of the Spirit, receive 
an unknown prayer language and be empowered for ministry? 
With the infilling of the Spirit, we are completely filled and em-
powered to perform the same ministry as Jesus Christ, Himself!
 Jesus, upon receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, moved 
into a ministry of preaching, teaching, healing, casting out 
demons and raising the dead. His was a ministry of love and 
power. He said that we would do greater. “Truly, truly I say to 
you, he who believes in Me will do the works that I do also. And 
he will do greater works than these, because I am going to My 
Father” (John 14:12). If you are to do greater, then you need the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit! 



A Baptism of Empowerment

After Jesus died and was resurrected, He saw the disciples. 
On the evening of that first day of the week, the doors be-
ing locked where the disciples were assembled, for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst, and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” When He had said this, He 
showed them His hands and His side. The disciples were 
then glad when they saw the Lord. So Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As My Father has sent Me, 
even so I send you.” When He had said this, He breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit” 
 – John 20:19-22

He breathed on them and instructed them to receive 
the Holy Spirit. The experience in John 20:22 took 

place before Jesus went to be with the Father and was related 
to the work of the Holy Spirit in the new birth as promised in 
John 3. 

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a 
man is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Ni-
codemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb 
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, 
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unless a man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God.” – John 3:3-5

 When Jesus said, “Receive the Holy Spirit,” this was the dis-
ciples’ moment of conversion. Even though the disciples had 
received some of the Holy Spirit, Jesus knew the importance of 
receiving the fullness of the Holy Spirit and instructed the dis-
ciples to wait for it.

Being assembled with them, He commanded them, “Do 
not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, of which you have heard from Me. For John bap-
tized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come 
together, they asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time re-
store the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know the times or the dates, which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority. But you shall receive power 
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. – Acts 1:4-8

 Acts 1:5 is the empowerment for ministry that was prom-
ised in Luke 24:49. “Now I am sending forth upon you what my 
Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been 
equipped with power from above.” They were instructed to wait. 
Jesus didn’t want them to leave without the empowerment of 
the Spirit of Promise. 
 In our own strength, we don’t have the power to do anything 
of a spiritual nature. We cannot heal the sick, cast out demons 
or raise the dead. However, when the Spirit comes on us in His 
fullness, we receive His power. The same power that raised Jesus 
from the dead, that resurrection power lives in us. We receive 
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power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us! Notice the phrase, 
“comes upon you.” It has to come upon you. This is similar to 
the armor of God, which we are told to put on. We don’t just get 
the armor of God and all of its components. We have to put on 
the armor. It is similar with the Holy Spirit. We don’t just get His 
power without receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
 The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not automatic at salvation. 
When Paul addressed some of the disciples, he questioned them 
about receiving the Holy Spirit at the time they first believed.

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the 
upper regions and came to Ephesus. He found some disci-
ples and said to them, “Have you received the Holy Spirit 
since you believed?” They said to him, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” He said to them, 
“Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into 
John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John indeed baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the people that they should 
believe in the One coming after him, that is, in Christ 
Jesus.” When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands 
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 
other tongues and prophesied. – Acts 19:1-6

 This Scripture is an affirmation that the baptism and receiv-
ing of the Holy Spirit is not automatic because Paul questioned 
them about it. He then baptized them in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and laid hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit. The 
immediate affirmation by the signs and wonders that followed 
was that they spoke with tongues and prophesied. Upon this 
empowerment, they immediately began operating in the gifts.
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 The baptism empowers the church (the body of Christ) for 
ministry. In Isaiah and Luke, we again see the word upon. “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me.”

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me because the Lord 
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor; He has 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who 
are bound. – Isaiah 61:1

The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anoint-
ed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me 
to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord. – Luke 4:18-19

 The baptism of the Holy Spirit is for all believers! The Spirit 
of the Lord can be upon everyone! Jesus, when here, in the like-
ness of man, could only be in one place at one time. But since 
He ascended, He empowered us with the Holy Spirit, who can 
be with all believers everywhere!

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the 
promise is to you, and to your children, and to all who are 
far away, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 
 – Acts 2:38-39

 The clear instructions that Peter was giving were to repent 
for the forgiveness of your sins and receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. He was teaching that our act of obedience is repenting, 
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turning from our sins and receiving the forgiveness Jesus has to 
offer. He proceeds to say that, upon this, we shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t say that we may or might. It says 
that we shall receive. However, we have a choice whether or not 
to receive the Holy Spirit, just as we have a choice whether or 
not to receive a gift a person gives us. Receiving the Holy Spirit 
was subsequent to asking for and receiving forgiveness of our 
sins.
 In the Bible in both the Old and New Testament, it is said 
that the Spirit will be poured out on all flesh. I have always en-
joyed it when the New Testament confirms the word of the Old 
Testament. 

And it will be that, afterwards, I will pour out My Spirit on 
all flesh; then your sons and your daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, and your young men 
will see visions. – Joel 2:28 

In the New Testament, Peter Confirmed What
Was Spoken by the Prophet Joel

In the last days it shall be,” says God, “that I will pour out 
My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. Even on My menservants and 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and 
they shall prophesy. – Acts 2:17-18

 His Spirit shall be poured out on all flesh. The outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit is available to all people. God is not a respecter of 
persons. He doesn’t love one group of people more than anoth-
er. The outpouring is available to all who are willing to receive.
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While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit 
fell on all those who heard the word. All the believers of 
the circumcision who had come with Peter were aston-
ished, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured 
out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in 
other tongues and magnifying God. Then Peter continued, 
“Can anyone forbid water for baptizing these, who have 
received the Holy Spirit as we have?” So he commanded 
them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they 
asked him to stay a few days. – Acts 10:44-48

 The Holy Spirit can be received in many different ways. 
There is no wrong or right way. However, in the Bible, they did 
practice the laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit.

When they came down, they prayed for them that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit, for still He had come on 
none of them. They were only baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. – Acts 8:15-17

 They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
received the Holy Spirit. One way you can baptize others is to 
say, “I baptize you in the name of Jesus Christ. Receive the Holy 
Spirit.” If you are asking for the baptism, you could say, “Lord 
Jesus, I ask to receive the Holy Spirit,” “Baptize me in the Holy 
Spirit,” or “Holy Spirit fall on me, fill me and baptize me in your 
Spirit.” There is no specific wording. Jesus and the Holy Spirit 
know the desire of your heart and what you are asking for. He 
will come upon you and fill you. Ask and be prepared and will-
ing to receive.
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Paul Was Filled with the Holy Spirit as a Result 
of Ananias Receiving a Vision 

Then Ananias went his way and entered the house. Put-
ting his hands on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on the way as you came, has 
sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit.” Immediately something like scales fell from 
his eyes, and he could see again. And he rose up and was 
baptized. – Acts 9:17-18

 Ananias laid hands on Saul, who became filled with the 
Holy Spirit. In the Bible, it says that signs and wonders will fol-
low those who believe. 

He said to them, “Go into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. But he who does not believe will be con-
demned. These signs will accompany those who believe: In 
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 
new tongues; they will take up serpents; if they drink any 
deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on 
the sick, and they will recover.”  – Mark 16:15-18

 Ananias laid hands on Saul to receive the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit, and Saul was also healed and received his sight. Two 
of the gifts that accompany the baptism of the Holy Spirit are 
healing and miracles. Here, as the power of the Spirit is admin-
istered, the accompanying signs are healing and miracles. The 
baptism is an empowerment for ministry, not only for healing 
and miracles but also in preaching and teaching. We, too, need 
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this power. It is through the power of the Holy Spirit that we can 
heal the sick and cast out demons.

When he had eaten, he was strengthened. For several days 
Saul was with the disciples in Damascus. Immediately he 
preached in the synagogues that the Christ is the Son of 
God. All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not 
this he who killed those who called on this name in Jerusa-
lem, and came here with that intent, to bring them bound 
to the chief priests?” Yet Saul increased all the more with 
power and confounded the Jews living in Damascus, prov-
ing that this One is the Christ. – Acts 9:19-22

 Saul went out preaching, and, as we learn in the Bible, Jesus 
went into ministry after He was baptized in the Spirit. We dis-
cover that Saul also went into ministry immediately upon be-
ing baptized in the Spirit. We can enter into ministry before we 
are baptized in the Spirit. However, after we are baptized in the 
Spirit, we enter into a ministry of power. 
 As we are empowered with the Spirit, our preaching in-
tensifies. We start speaking and preaching in His strength and 
not our own. People pray for boldness for years and don’t see 
the manifestation. Once the Holy Spirit comes upon you, your 
boldness continues to grow as you operate in the gifts and enter 
into the ministry God has called you to.

When they had prayed, the place where they were assem-
bled together was shaken. And they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness. 
 – Acts 4:31 

My speech and my preaching was not with enticing words 
of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
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power, so that your faith should not stand in the wisdom 
of men, but in the power of God. – 1 Corinthians 2:4-5

 I used to write out all of my sermons. I had to study and 
research them. Now that I have been baptized in the Holy Spirit 
and grown in my walk with the Lord and trust of the Father, I 
don’t have to work so hard on them. I do my part by reading the 
Scripture in my personal study time. As I empower myself with 
the Word of God, the Holy Spirit uses His power to put out what 
I’ve put in. Now as I preach, I have no need for writing out my 
sermons because the Holy Spirit pours out of me in power and 
prophetically preaches through me. I also have noticed a transi-
tion in the power that comes out of my speaking. It is awesome 
that we can co-labor with the Holy Spirit in this way to bring 
forth the message and truth of God’s Word to God’s people.



The Importance of
Spiritual Gifts

I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, “The One on whom you see the Spirit 
descending and remaining, this is He who baptizes with 
the Holy Spirit.” I have seen and have borne witness that 
He is the Son of God. – John 1:33-34

Jesus came and left us with a Helper, the Holy Spirit, who 
could be with us always. The Holy Spirit gives us a vari-

ance of gifts that we need to minister in the love and power of 
God. These gifts work in us and through us to enable us to min-
ister to people and to advance the Kingdom of God. 

There are various gifts, but the same Spirit. There are dif-
ferences of administrations, but the same Lord. There are 
various operations, but it is the same God who operates all 
of them in all people. But the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given to everyone for the common good. To one is given 
by the Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of 
knowledge by the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 
another discerning of spirits, to another various kinds of 
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tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But 
that one and very same Spirit works all these, dividing to 
each one individually as He will. – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

 The nine gifts of the Spirit are wisdom, knowledge, faith, 
healings, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues, and 
interpretation of tongues. We can all operate in all nine gifts 
as the Spirit distributes, but you will usually experience two or 
three gifts being more dominant in your life. Each gift has a 
different ability, and each gift will produce different results. But 
all gifts are important for the edification and building up of the 
body of Christ.
 Paul instructs us to desire spiritual gifts. “Follow after love 
and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy” 
(1 Cor. 14:1). The word desire in the Greek means “to demand.” 
We are to desire, love, and demand spiritual gifts. Timothy en-
courages us to stir up the gift. “Therefore I remind you to stir 
up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands” (2 Tim. 1:6). In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul wrote, 
“So that you come short in no gift” (1 Cor. 1:7). As we go for-
ward defining each gift, we will know how to operate and re-
lease the gifts within us.



Is the Gift of Tongues
Still for Today?

The gifts of the Spirit are revealed in 1 Corinthians 12. 
Where tongues are listed as a gift, it says, “different or 

various kinds of tongues.” Tongues are misunderstood because 
people believe that tongues must be interpreted. While it is true 
that the gift of tongues for edification and building up of the 
church must be interpreted, tongues for personal edification 
and private prayer have no need of interpretation because they 
are a private prayer language between you and the Father.
 The gift of tongues has not ceased, and a belief to the con-
trary is a misunderstanding of this Scripture: “Love never fails. 
But if there are prophecies, they shall fail; if there are tongues, 
they shall cease; and if there is knowledge, it shall vanish” (1 
Cor. 13:8). This passage clearly states that tongues shall cease. 
It does not say that tongues have ceased. Tongues will not cease 
until we get to the new heaven and earth.
 When discussing the gifts of the Spirit, we receive clear in-
structions in the New Testament on how to operate in them. 
“Therefore, brothers, eagerly desire to prophesy, and do not for-
bid speaking in tongues” (1 Cor. 14:39). Paul did not intend for 
the gifts to discontinue; he simply was bringing forth order. As 
we gain an understanding of the different variances of tongues, 
which are listed in the gifts of the Spirit and are discussed in this 
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booklet, we, too, will be able to bring forth order. We will gain 
the ability to live biblically and operate in the giftings the Spirit 
has released to us.
 There is controversy in receiving tongues as an accompani-
ment to the baptism of the Holy Spirit. People may resist the 
baptism because tongues come with it. People tend to be un-
comfortable with things they are unfamiliar with or cannot un-
derstand with their natural mind. When receiving the baptism, 
don’t be afraid of the gift of tongues. It is a good gift that the 
Father desires to give. 

If a son asks for bread from any of you who is a father, will 
you give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will you give 
him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, 
will you offer him a scorpion? If you then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask Him? – Luke 11:11-13

If you are not quite ready for tongues, my advice is to still take 
the baptism. Our Father won’t force the gift of tongues on you. 
But do not miss the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. If you 
don’t want the prayer language of tongues that comes with the 
baptism, you won’t get it at that time because your uncertainty 
will prevent you from receiving it. However, it’s kind of like a 
pair of sneakers; you don’t take the sneaker without the tongue. 
Why would you want the empowerment of the Holy Spirit for 
ministry without all of the benefits that praying in tongues for 
your personal prayer language can bring forth? Your personal 
prayer language is the foundation upon which everything else 
in your spiritual life is built.



Praying in Tongues
for Edification

We read throughout the Old Testament about per-
sons who were suddenly filled with the Spirit. “The 

hand of the Lord was on Elijah, and he girded up his loins and 
ran ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel” (1 Kings 18:46). 
About Samson, the Scriptures say, “He came to Lehi, and the 
Philistines shouted as they approached him. Then the Spirit 
of the Lord came mightily upon him. The ropes on his arms 
became like burned flax and the ties on his hands dissolved” 
(Judges 15:14).
 In 1 Kings, Elijah had such power come upon him that he 
was able to outrun Ahab and his chariots. In Judges, the Spirit 
of the Lord came on Samson in power, and he killed 1000 men 
with a jawbone of a donkey. The difference between the Old 
Testament and today is that, in the Old Testament, the Spirit 
would come upon people for a short time and give them great 
power, wisdom or strength, but would eventually leave them.
 In the New Testament, Jesus came not only to set us free 
from the law of sin and death but also to give us power and 
authority through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit would dwell 
within us and activate through us at all times. Jesus said, “I will 
pray the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, that 
He may be with you forever: the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
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cannot receive, for it does not see Him, neither does it know 
Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you, and will be in 
you” (John 14:16-17).
 The King James Version uses the phrase, “abides with us.” 
The Greek word for abide is men´-o, which means, “to stay in a 
given place, state, relation or expectancy, to continue, dwell, en-
dure, be present, remain, stand, and tarry for.” This means that 
the Holy Spirit lives within us and is here to stay.
 John taught about the baptism of the Spirit that Jesus would 
bring. “He preached saying, ‘After me is coming One mightier 
than I, the straps of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie. I indeed have baptized you with water, but He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit’” (Mark 1:7-8).
 Jesus knew the importance of the power that would come 
upon the disciples. He instructed them to wait for it. “And look, 
I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. But wait in 
the city of Jerusalem until you are clothed with power from on 
high” (Luke 24:49).

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all to-
gether in one place. Suddenly a sound like a mighty rush-
ing wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. There appeared to them tongues 
as of fire, being distributed and resting on each of them, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
speak. – Acts 2:1-4

 This was the empowerment known as the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit that had just come upon them with the evidence and 
signs of praying or speaking in an unknown language, which is 
referred to as tongues. Tongues are one of the most misunder-
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stood manifestations of the Spirit. One of the reasons tongues 
are misunderstood is because, besides the interpretation of 
tongues, it was the only gift that was not in operation prior to 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Throughout all of the Old Testa-
ment and in the ministry and life of Jesus Christ, we see gifts of 
prophecy, miracles, healings, wisdom, knowledge, discerning of 
spirits, and faith. It is only after the day of Pentecost that we see 
the gift of tongues, interpretation of tongues, and tongues for 
our personal prayer language and intercession. Tongues and the 
interpretation of tongues were two gifts that were distinctive to 
the Day of Pentecost. 
 Tongues were prophesied about in the Old Testament. “For 
with stammering lips and foreign tongue He will speak to this 
people, He who said to them, ‘This is the rest. Give rest to the 
weary’” (Is. 28:11-12). Praying in tongues for our personal 
prayer language gives us rest. Refreshing and rest will come 
when we receive and spend time in the presence of the Lord. 
 “Therefore repent and be converted, that your sins may be 
wiped away, that times of refreshing may come from the pres-
ence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). As we spend time in the Lord’s 
presence, releasing the supernatural language to Him and com-
municating with Him spirit to Spirit, we will not only release 
His perfect will for our lives, but we will release a supernatural 
language that will bring us rest and refreshing.
 Jesus mentioned the gift under the New Covenant. In the 
Great Commission, Jesus stated that we would pray in tongues. 

Go into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture. He who believes and is baptized will be saved. But he 
who does not believe will be condemned. These signs will 
accompany those who believe: In My name they will cast 
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out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will 
take up serpents; if they drink any deadly thing, it will not 
hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover. – Mark 16:15-18 

 Jesus, Himself, instructed us to pray in tongues!!! In the 
Great Commission, when Jesus told us what we should be do-
ing and what signs will accompany us, He said that we would 
speak with new tongues! When we quote this verse, I believe 
that the gift of tongues sometimes gets overlooked or left out. I 
often hear that we will cast out demons, take up serpents, drink 
deadly things and lay hands on the sick, but I don’t often hear 
people say that we will speak with tongues. Jesus gave us five 
supernatural signs that will follow those who believe and are 
baptized in the Holy Spirit, and praying in tongues is one of 
those signs.
 Tongues are evidence of the baptism, and all should desire 
it. However, tongues don’t always come instantly. Perhaps you’re 
someone who’s not quite ready for them. Or maybe you have to 
work on undoing some legalistic and religious teaching. Some 
have been taught that tongues aren’t for today, which could pre-
vent them from unleashing them. Our flesh and the enemy also 
can put doubt and unbelief in our mind through thoughts of 
them not being real or being made up. Of course, the enemy 
doesn’t want you praying in tongues because it is POWERFUL!
 At the Day of Pentecost, “They were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled 
them to speak” (Acts 2:4). Notice here that they spoke as the 
Spirit gave them utterance. Tongues don’t always come instant-
ly, just as healing doesn’t always come instantly. The lepers were 
healed as they went. “When He saw them, He said to them, “Go, 
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show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were 
cleansed” (Luke 17:14).
 Our prayer language can come instantly upon baptism, or it 
can come gradually. No matter how many syllables we receive 
or as we receive, they will intensify and increase as we release 
our prayer language in faith and co-labor with the Holy Spirit.
 Praying in the Spirit helps us to pray when we don’t know 
how to pray. Think of the times when you were stressed, hurt, 
lonely, or afraid; sometimes we just don’t have the words to pray 
in those situations. It is then that the Holy Spirit steps in and 
bears the load with us and co-labors with us in prayer to make a 
prayer that seems ineffective to us effective. 

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. He 
who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit 
is because He intercedes for the saints according to the will 
of God. – Rom. 8:26-27

 Scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us ac-
cording to the will of the Father. All things that are in accordance 
with the Father’s will, including our destiny, can be prayed out 
in our prayer language. When we think we know best or want 
something very badly, we may want to use our prayer language 
to ensure that we aren’t praying according to our fleshly desires 
or trying to exercise control over the situation. Our goal is to al-
low the very Spirit of God to co-labor and release in prayer that 
which He knows is best for us.
 Praying in the Spirit edifies us. “He who speaks in an un-
known tongue edifies himself ” (1 Cor. 14:4). This is specifi-
cally referring to praying in tongues for our personal prayer 
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language. If tongues edify, and they do, then why wouldn’t we 
want to receive this supernatural language and utilize it as much 
as possible?



Can We Help Someone
Pray in Tongues?

Practical Ways to Assist Someone to Release 
His Prayer Language

When you have been raised in an atmosphere of re-
ligion and legalism most of your life, transitioning 

into a life in the Spirit can be challenging. One of the most com-
mon questions I am asked is, “Can and should everyone pray in 
tongues?” 
 Yes, tongues is for every believer. But, sometimes, we have to 
overcome old mindsets and teachings in order to flow in the Spirit.
 When desiring to pray in tongues, we are often our own ob-
stacle. Churches, pastors, people, and religion have said that the 
gift of tongues has ceased and is not for today. But the gifts of 
the Spirit are in full activation today. How do we overcome our 
own obstacles to get a prayer language that is powerful, releases 
our destiny, and breaks down strongholds? 
 We move forward by studying the Scriptures and what the 
Word of God says about tongues. The best places to start are in 
the books of Acts and Corinthians. You can discover the scrip-
tural evidence for tongues, which will assist you to renew your 
mind. Then, when you try to speak out in tongues, you don’t 
doubt what is happening.
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 When the Holy Spirit comes upon people, some will in-
stantly pray in tongues, and their prayer language will be re-
leased. But for others, their mindsets possibly being scared, un-
comfortable, or unsure can prevent their prayer language from 
manifesting. What do you do then? How can you assist some-
one to overcome their hesitance to release what is such a power-
ful gift and asset in our Christian walk? 
 As a past healing room and prayer director who currently 
travels the United States, I’ve had plenty of opportunities to lead 
people to the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of 
speaking in tongues. I have seen instantaneous, powerful mani-
festations of the Spirit but also times when people were longing 
for and desiring it, but nothing came up out of their mouth. 
 I believe there are some simple exercises that can assist those 
baptized in the Holy Spirit to get their mouth moving, voice box 
activated, and tongue going that will lead them to speaking out 
their prayer language.
 Try these simple steps the next time a friend or brother or 
sister in Christ who is frustrated that they have not spoken in 
tongues asks you for assistance:

	 •	 	Pray	with	them,	and	ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	fill	them	to	
overflowing from the top of their head to the bottom of 
their feet. Call forth the empowerment and gifts of the 
Holy Spirit. 

	 •	 	Have	them	invite	the	Holy	Spirit	(out	loud)	to	fill	them	
and come upon them.

	 •	 	Anoint	or	pray	over	their	throat	and	mouth,	and	com-
mand their tongue to be loosed.

 If they are still not experiencing any manifestation of 
tongues, try having them do any or all of the following exer-
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cises. By participating with them in these exercises, you are sim-
ply trying to get their voice, tongue, and mouth moving. People 
think tongues are just going to come up while standing with 
mouths closed, taking no physical action. But, most of the time, 
it is not. You need to get the person actively participating so that 
their fear and discomfort diminishes, doubt leaves, and their 
mind gets off their old teachings. 
 By having them co-labor with you and the Spirit of the Lord, 
their mind will shut down and close off worries and doubts. 
Their prayer language will flow because they just activated their 
faith through prayer.

Simple Exercises to Assist a Person 
in Activating His Voice, Prayer, and Faith

	 •	 	Have	 them	praise	God	out	 loud	 in	English.	Get	 them	
praying not their wants and needs, but entering into His 
gates with thanksgiving and entering into His courts 
with praise. Have them say, “Praise you, God. Thank 
you, Jesus. I love you, Lord.” Get their mouth and heart 
moving with praise and adoration to the Lord.

	 •	 	Are	 they	 a	 singer,	 worshiper,	 or	 music	 leader?	 Have	
them start singing. Some people can sing in tongues 
easier than they can pray in tongues. Sing in the Spirit if 
you can, and have them try to sing with you. Again, this 
will activate their faith and get their vocal chords going 
to allow something to manifest.

	 •	 	Ask	them	if	they	speak	or	pray	in	a	foreign	language.	If	
so, while you pray in tongues, have them pray in their 
foreign language. By activating their faith and getting 
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them to pray with words coming out of their mouth, 
usually the tongues will activate and take over.

	 •	 	Gather	some	people	around	them	who	pray	in	tongues,	
and have them all pray together. This will encourage 
their faith, and they won’t feel awkward about what is re-
leasing. Remember, society has told us that tongues are 
not acceptable. Therefore, a little encouragement from 
believers who enjoy their prayer language can help. 

 When first starting to pray in tongues, people don’t know 
what to expect. Questions about how to start and how to do it 
can race through their mind. People won’t necessarily ask their 
questions or speak what they are thinking. 
 Therefore, don’t leave them to figure it out on their own. 
Jesus said, “To make disciples.” Upon their filling of the Holy 
Spirit and in the ministry time you give them, ask them if you 
can assist them and if they would pray with you. If we don’t 
assist them when needed, some people will give up and won’t 
press in to release what the Spirit has already given them. 
 Many people won’t talk to another person about it and can 
feel stuck and frustrated as they try. Help your brothers and sis-
ters in Christ on their way to one of the best assets we have as 
believers, the Holy Spirit co-laboring with us in prayer. 



Have You Made the 
Holy Spirit Your Friend?

We know Jesus as the Son of God who died on a cross 
to save us from our sins. We know the Heavenly Fa-

ther, our God, who created us and formed us in our mother’s 
womb. Do we know the Holy Spirit, the One who came to com-
fort us and be our friend (John 14:26)?
 A relationship with each of the members of the Trinity is 
important, but often the Holy Spirit gets overlooked.
 The Holy Spirit has always been present. From the begin-
ning of time He has existed. In Genesis 1:2 it says, “The earth 
was empty and had no form. Darkness covered the ocean, and 
God’s Spirit was moving over the water.” And in Genesis 2:7, 
“He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nose, and the man 
became a living person.” There are several passages concerning 
the breath and the Spirit of God throughout the Bible, which are 
one in the same.
 In John 14 Jesus said, “And I will ask the Father, and He will 
give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that 
is the Spirit of truth. Notice Christ’s words here. He says, “The 
Helper will be with you forever and that He abides with you and 
will be in you.” The Greek word for abide is men’-o and means 
“to stay in a given place, state, relation, or expectancy, to con-
tinue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, and tarry.” The 
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Holy Spirit is here for us. He abides, dwells in us! Shouldn’t we 
get to know the One who is within us? You get to know Him 
by spending time in the Father’s presence and reading what the 
Scriptures say about the Holy Spirit.
 Jesus further explains in John 16 and says, “I will ask the 
Father and He will give you another Helper that He may be with 
you forever, that is the Spirit of truth. He dwells with you and 
will be in you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all things that I said to you. He will convict 
the world of guilt regarding sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into 
all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what 
He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring 
glory to Me by taking from what is Mine and making it known 
to you.”
 When we know the Holy Spirit as our friend, He will lead 
and guide us. He will convict us. Conviction is good and leads 
us to be more like Jesus. The Holy Spirit doesn’t want to leave us 
where we are in sin and unrighteousness, but He wants to lead 
us to righteousness in Christ Jesus.
 He is a great teacher, companion, instructor, and comforter. 
He is there for us. Jesus knew He couldn’t be in all places at all 
times. He loved us so much in order to leave us so that the Holy 
Spirit could come and be with each one of us individually at all 
times.
 The Holy Spirit has often been thought of as a ghost or in-
visible force of the Trinity, instead of a vital person of the God-
head. As we have gotten to know Jesus as our personal Savior, 
we should also get to know the Holy Spirit. What are His aspects 
and His characteristics, and how can we spend time with Him?
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 The Holy Spirit brings power and boldness upon us. “But 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power 
and will tell people about me everywhere” (Acts 1:8). The Holy 
Spirit in us and flowing through us will help us to testify, evan-
gelize, and be bold. It is Him working through us that equips us 
to minister.
 When they were assembled, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them through prayer and filled them to speak the Word of God 
with boldness (Acts 4:31). So many people want the boldness to 
speak out the Word of God, and it is our friend the Holy Spirit 
who gives us that boldness when we invite Him to fill us (Acts 
2:38, Acts 9:17, Acts 10:44).
 The Holy Spirit will speak to you in your spirit and teach 
you what to say and testify. The Scriptures say in John 14:26, 
“But the Counselor, the Ruach Ha’Kodesh, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you everything; that is, he will 
remind you of everything I have said to you.” He is a Counsel-
or. We can go to Him for advice and receive biblical revelation 
and direction. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you in your 
Bible study and to assist you in bringing forth more revelation 
from the Scriptures.

In Romans 8, We Learn that the Holy Spirit 
Also Helps Us in Our Prayer Time

 “So too the [Holy] Spirit comes to our aid and bears 
us up in our weakness; for we do not know what prayer 
to offer nor how to offer it worthily as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself goes to meet our supplication and pleads in 
our behalf with unspeakable yearnings and groanings too 
deep for utterance. And He Who searches the hearts of 
men knows what is in the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what 
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His intent is], because the Spirit intercedes and pleads 
[before God] in behalf of the saints according to and in 
harmony with God’s will.” – Rom. 8:26-27 (AMPC)

When we don’t know how to pray for our friend’s mom or are 
too stressed to pray for our problems, the Holy Spirit co-labors 
with us as we pray. How wonderful to have a friend, a person of 
the Godhead, to co-labor in prayer with us.
 The Holy Spirit is so many things to us that it is hard to ad-
dress all of who He is and what He does for us in one article. 
I encourage you to read through Acts, 1 Corinthians 12, and 
other Scriptures to learn more about the Holy Spirit, your friend 
and Comforter.



I’ve Fallen in the Spirit—
What Do I Do Next?

What Happens When We Fall in the Spirit 
and What Should Be Our Reaction?

Our first reaction when we have fallen in the Spirit 
and aren’t familiar with it can be, “Oh great. I have 

fallen in the Spirit, and everyone is looking at me. What do I 
do next?” What happens when we fall in the Spirit, and what 
should be our reaction?
 The best explanation I’ve heard of falling in the Spirit is that, 
when the supernatural (God) meets the natural (us), something 
has to give, and it is us that gives. What should be our response? 
We should embrace it and discover what God has for us.
 When we fall in the Spirit, there can be many reactions, 
including the following:

	 •	 “Why	is	this	happening	to	me?”

	 •	 “What	just	happened?”

	 •	 “Why	did	I	feel	woozy	and	fall?”

	 •	 “Did	the	person	praying	over	me	push	me?”

	 •	 “Everyone	is	looking	at	me.”

	 •	 “That	hurt.”
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	 •	 “I	feel/look	silly.”

	 •	 “What	do	I	do	next?”

 These are some of the realistic thoughts that may go through 
your mind. The first thing you should do is just relax and rest in 
the presence of the Lord. After all, you just fell under the power 
of God. If you fell under the power of God, obviously there is a 
reason. Relax and enjoy the state of rest you are in. Most of all, 
don’t be in a hurry to get up. Stay on the floor, and focus on the 
Lord. Try not to think about what to do next or what is happen-
ing. And, most of all, don’t worry or concern yourself with what 
people around you are thinking.
 While we are in the presence of the Lord, there can be 
many things that are happening. We can be:

	 •	 In	a	place	of	rest

	 •	 Receiving	impartation

	 •	 Receiving	healing	and	deliverance

	 •	 Receiving	instruction,	revelation,	and	knowledge

	 •	 Receiving	something	that	we	can’t	identify

	 •	 Having	a	vision	or	encounter	with	Jesus

	 •	 Receiving	the	answer	to	a	prayer

 The most important thing is not to get up until you feel the 
presence lift off of you or until you feel released by the Spirit of 
the Lord. When we fall in the Spirit, sometimes God just plain 
needs to get our attention because we have been too busy to slow 
down and listen to Him. This is a way He communicates with us. 
We may get up and feel as if we received nothing. It is in those 
times that rest and impartation happens. We can’t explain it at the 
moment, but we know that we were in the presence of the Lord.



40 | Kathy DeGraw

 I remember a time when I had prayer for a tooth that need-
ed a root canal and crown. I went down in the Spirit and laid 
there. I didn’t really feel anything. I didn’t receive revelation. As 
I stood up, all of a sudden I felt the power of God on me so 
strongly that I had to be assisted to walking to my vehicle. I went 
home and continued to be in the presence of God for hours. At 
my surgeon’s appointment, the dentist said, “What are you do-
ing here? There is nothing wrong with your tooth. Go home.” 
My reaction wasn’t at that moment, but, subsequently, I basked 
in the presence of the Lord until I felt released to get up. You 
don’t always know what you get at the moment. But you need to 
trust God that you are getting something, and He knows best.
 As you are prayed for and as the Spirit comes upon you, 
don’t be scared or hesitant to be in the presence of the Lord. It 
is wonderful. Focus on the Lord. Remember that, for that mo-
ment of time, it’s just you and Him, and nothing else matters.



The Baptism of Fire

The Seven Spirits or eyes that Zechariah saw on the 
“Branch” (which is Jesus) are found in Isaiah 11. “And 

there shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots” (Is. 11:1). These Seven Spir-
its or Seven Mantles are the seven expressions of the one Holy 
Spirit that Jesus operated in within His earthly ministry. “The 
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Is. 11:2).
 When you operate in the Spirits of the Lord, you operate 
under an open heaven. Jesus operated under an open heaven. 
“Coming up out of the water, He immediately saw the heavens 
opened and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove” (Mark 
1:10). Various Bibles use the word parting in place of the word 
opened. The word parting means, “out of a torn Heaven.” Jesus 
ministered from out of an open heaven. With the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit upon Him, there was nothing He couldn’t do. An 
open heaven means that there are no restrictions between you 
and God. 
 Scripture tells us that the Spirit was given to Jesus without 
measure. “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, 
for God gives the Spirit without measure to Him. The Father 
loves the Son, and has placed all things into His hand” (John 
3:34-35). Jesus moved in the “Spirit of Wisdom and Knowledge” 
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or the “Mantle of Wisdom and Knowledge.” Isaiah 61 said of Je-
sus, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.” This is why Jesus could 
heal every disease, cast out every devil, command storms to be 
still, and raise the dead. Jesus received the Spirit in fullness. We 
are called to live in a place of perpetual flow of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus healed all and every time because He operated in the Sev-
en Spirits of the Lord.

Defining the Seven Spirits of the Lord
 Spirit of the Lord – The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. The 
phrase “upon me” refers to your personal relationship with the 
Lord and experiencing His manifest presence in your life. 

For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. – Gal. 3:27

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about doing good and heal-
ing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
Him. – Acts 10:38

 Peter felt the manifest presence of the Lord, but look how 
he moved first. In Acts 3:7, Peter was ministering to one person 
and operating in the gifts of the Spirit. “He took him by the right 
hand and raised him up. Immediately his feet and ankles were 
strengthened” (Acts 3:7). Healing occurred with the power of 
the Holy Spirit. However, Peter could also minister at a greater 
level. 

They even brought the sick out into the streets and placed 
them on beds and mats, that at least the shadow of Peter 
passing by might touch some of them. Crowds also came 
out of the cities surrounding Jerusalem, bringing the sick 
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and those who were afflicted by evil spirits, and they were 
all healed. – Acts 5:15-16

 Peter, through the power of the Holy Spirit, healed all of 
the crowd. Peter, a normal person, healed them all. Peter was 
not Jesus, the Son of God, but he was walking under an open 
heaven. He was moving in an anointing of the Seven Spirits of 
the Lord. The presence of the Spirit was so strong on Peter that 
his shadow healed and delivered. He went from operating in 
the gifts to flowing in the Spirit. Peter’s entire ministry changed 
when he operated out of a torn heaven and had the Seven Spirits 
of the Lord resting upon him.

 Spirit of Wisdom – The Spirit of Wisdom is the ability to 
do something beyond the natural with divine intervention. 
The Spirit of Wisdom is a supernatural combination of wisdom 
from the Bible mixed with Holy Spirit revelation. The Spirit of 
Wisdom gives you deep insights of the Scripture as well as prac-
tical application in the way that you teach it so that others can 
easily understand. 

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his 
heart shall flow rivers of living water. – John 7:38

If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If 
anyone serves, let him serve with the strength that God 
supplies, so that God in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. – 1 Peter 4:11

 Spirit of Understanding – The Spirit of Understanding 
helps us articulate the revelation of God’s Word that we have 
been shown.
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That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, that the eyes of your understanding 
may be enlightened, that you may know what is the hope 
of His calling and what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance among the saints, and what is the surpassing 
greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of His mighty power. – Eph. 1:17-19

 When we set our heart toward His word, we will have under-
standing. Understanding is also authority, confidence and bold-
ness; it is knowing who you are in Christ. The Spirit of Under-
standing portrays God confidence, instead of self-confidence. It 
knows that through Christ all things are possible (Phil. 4:13).

 Spirit of Counsel – The Spirit of Counsel engages and in-
teracts with the Spirit and listens for and heeds His counsel. It 
desires to please the Spirit through obedience and discipline to 
His instruction. Job once moved in this kind of anointing as we 
read in Job.

Oh, that I were as in months past, as in the days when 
God watched over me; when His lamp shone upon my 
head, and when by His light I walked through darkness; as 
I was in the days of my autumn youth, when the friendly 
counsel of God was over my tent; when the Almighty was 
still with me, when my children were around me; when 
my steps were bathed in butter, and the rock poured out 
rivers of oil for me! – Job 29:2-6

 Ask God to pour out a river of counsel upon you, a river of 
oil! Arise early and spend the first part of your day with Him, 
seeking all that He has to impart into you.
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 Spirit of Might – The Spirit of Might imparts power, strength 
and the anointing to see His divine plans come to pass. Isaiah 
called Him Wonderful Counselor and Mighty God! The Spirit 
of Might strengthens your faith! It is what gives you confidence 
that God will heal all and every time, even if you don’t see it 
manifest because they were healed as they went.
 Dunamis power is the power that enabled Jesus and His dis-
ciples to perform miracles, signs and wonders. 
 “Strengthened with all might according to His glorious 
power, enduring everything with perseverance and patience 
joyfully” (Col. 1:11). The power that He gives us allows us to 
walk in the anointing. “That He would give you, according to 
the riches of His glory, power (Dunamis) to be strengthened by 
His Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 3:16). God will give us inner 
power in order for us to release power outward in the form of 
miracles.

 Spirit of Knowledge – The Spirit of Knowledge is knowing 
who God is, knowing the intimate knowledge and deep thoughts 
of our Creator. “For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord” (Is. 11:9). It’s the ability to see from His perspective. 
 Living in the Spirit of Knowledge allows deep fellowship 
and understanding of the Lord. 
 The Spirit of Knowledge also operates when God imparts 
something that you can’t find in the Scriptures by name but that 
is there through His word. As we spend time with the Father, 
the Spirit of Knowledge imparts divine revelation.

 Spirit of Fear of the Lord – The Spirit of Fear of the Lord 
is awe and wonder of God. It assists us in being obedient to the 
Lord and His instruction and Word. It is trusting God and hav-
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ing faith that He is who He says He is and does what He says 
He will do. It is trusting His Word, claiming His promises, and 
calling forth His truth. God will bless us when we live in fear, 
reverence, and obedience to Him.
 How do we get the Seven Spirits of the Lord to rest upon 
us? Ask the Lord to baptize you in fire so that the Seven Spirits 
of the Lord will rest upon you and you can operate in miracles, 
signs, and wonders as Jesus did. 

Prayer to Receive Baptism of Fire
 Holy Spirit, come upon me, right now! I call forth and ask for 
the baptism of fire. Heavenly Father, baptize me in your consum-
ing fire so that I can operate as your Son Jesus did. Fire of God, 
fall on me now. Equip me. Ignite me. Impart into me Your fire. I 
declare and proclaim that the Seven Spirits of the Lord rest upon 
me. Fire, fall down; fall on me now. Holy Spirit, baptize me in 
Your fire! 



The Gift of Wisdom

Words of wisdom are divine revelation given at a 
moment of time through the Spirit. They supernatu-

rally disclose the mind, purpose, and will of God concerning a 
specific situation. They can be applied to an immediate need, 
but can also be for a future application.

The Book of Proverbs Instructs Us 
in the Importance of Gaining Wisdom

Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn 
away from the words of my mouth. – Proverbs 4:5

Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And 
in all your getting, get understanding. – Proverbs 4:7

How much better to get wisdom than gold! And to get un-
derstanding is to be chosen rather than silver. – Proverbs 
16:16 

 Obtaining wisdom should be one of our primary pursuits. 
Gaining wisdom will allow us to more effectively minister to 
others with the enlightenment and agility of God. 
 The Holy Spirit has inspired and authored the Word of God. 
As we study our Bible and read and interpret what the Scrip-
tures desire to reveal to us, we can and will gain wisdom. The 
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Bible is the greatest book of wisdom there is! Instead of feeling 
unwise or inadequate due to lack of information, study and try 
to receive and gain great wisdom.

Solomon Asked for Wisdom
That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, 
“Ask what I might give to you.” Then Solomon said to God, 
“You have given a great mercy to David my father and 
have made me king in his place. Now, Lord God, may 
Your word to David my father be confirmed, for You have 
made me king over a people numerous as the dust of the 
earth. Now give wisdom and knowledge to me so that 
I might know how to go before this people, for who can 
judge this great people of Yours?” Then God responded to 
Solomon, “Because this was in your heart and you did not 
ask for possessions, wealth, and honor, or even the life of 
those who hate you, nor have you asked for many days of 
life, but you have asked Me for wisdom and knowledge 
that you might govern My people over whom I have made 
you king, wisdom and knowledge are now given to you. 
Possessions, wealth, and honor I will also give to you; such 
has not been given to kings before you nor those who will 
follow after you.”  – 2 Chronicles 1:7-12

When Solomon Asked for Wisdom, 
God Gave Him Much More
 The gift of wisdom comes from God because He is wise. 
Wisdom is based on scriptural insight and understanding. 
The Bible instructs us to, “Study to show yourself approved 
by God, a workman who need not be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). In order to gain wisdom, 
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study is required. Study your Bible as you would a college exam. 
Cross reference the Scriptures with different versions and study 
guides, such as a concordance. Look up the meanings of words 
in a Bible Dictionary and a Webster’s Dictionary to pull out 
more understanding. 
 When ministering, the Holy Spirit often taps into the 
amount of Scripture you have in you. He doesn’t automatically 
deposit all of the wisdom of the Bible into your soul and spirit 
man. When co-laboring with the Spirit of God, the more natu-
ral wisdom we deposit into ourselves, the more the gift of wis-
dom will develop. As you take natural discernment and mix it 
with Holy Spirit revelation, you will find yourself growing in 
wisdom. People yearn to hear from God. The wisdom that you 
cultivate and disperse enables you to speak adequately and ef-
fectively into a person’s life.
 It is like studying for a college exam. We study in the natural, 
and then we receive supernatural insights and revelation. That 
is how doctors, scientists, professors, and entrepreneurs invent 
and create. When we study in the natural to gain wisdom, we 
are depositing into ourselves the very knowledge of God. The 
Holy Spirit can draw from the natural knowledge and release it, 
along with spiritual insights, to bring forth revelation and ap-
plication for a person in need. 
 Study the Bible to gain wisdom. Pray and seek the Holy 
Spirit for an understanding of the inspired Word of God. Ex-
pect that, as you co-labor with the Holy Spirit, He will reveal 
an abundance of words of wisdom for you to release into His 
people. 



The Gift of Knowledge

Words of knowledge are a supernatural revelation 
given by the Holy Spirit. They are a now or immedi-

ate word pertaining to a person or an event. A word of knowl-
edge can be received while in a ministry situation where you 
are in prayer and trying to discern the cause of an issue or a 
pathway to healing. A word of knowledge is the beginning of 
a piece of information that is needed for a particular situation. 
 A word of knowledge assists you in understanding how to 
handle a given situation and taking the next step in ministering 
to a person. Once the word of knowledge is given, there can be 
further discernment at that moment, either through praying in 
tongues or listening through silent meditation.

Example of Receiving a Word of Knowledge
 You are talking to a friend or ministering to a person. The 
word apple comes to you. Your first thought could be, “Why did 
I hear apple? That has nothing to do with this situation.” You 
then ask the person, “I heard the word apple. Does that mean 
anything to you? Does a memory come to mind?” They proceed 
to tell you that they had an accident or verbal confrontation 
while picking apples. The word of knowledge apple led to more 
revelation that directly involves the issue about which you were 
ministering and trying to bring forth healing.
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 This is one example of many words of knowledge that can 
drop into your mind through the Spirit. While you are discuss-
ing an issue with another person, the Spirit can deposit infor-
mation. A fleeting thought enters your mind, and something 
you were not thinking about enters your mind through the Holy 
Spirit. Take the thought, and discern if it could apply to the situ-
ation you are currently involved in.
 Stirring up the gift and practicing getting a word of knowl-
edge will assist you in hearing from God. In my book, Flesh, 
Satan or God ~ Who Are You Hearing From?, I give practical 
insights on how to discern the voices or thoughts in your mind, 
soul, and spirit. I also discuss how to engage in listening prayer 
with practical examples and applications.
 At the beginning of listening prayer, not everyone will re-
ceive a word of knowledge for another person or themselves. It 
takes practice. You must learn how. You are attempting to stir 
up the gift. Not everyone will get a word every time. Remem-
ber that there is no condemnation or shame. Listening takes 
practice. Close down your mind from wandering thoughts, and 
learn to receive what the Spirit desires to release and impart.
 A practicing technique is listening for a word of knowledge 
for the current list of items you are praying for and seeking the 
Spirit’s wisdom. Take your prayer list and sit. Listen and medi-
tate on each item. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you 
and give you a word of knowledge for each item. After you pray 
and speak to the Holy Spirit about the item, sit in silence and 
wait, expecting Him to speak to you. You could take the prayer 
list of items and write them on individual pieces of paper. Fold 
them up so that you can’t see what the item is, and wait for a 
word of knowledge. Waiting for a word of knowledge will in-
crease your sensitivity to hearing from the Spirit.
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 We all hear from the Spirit. Many of us don’t realize how 
easy it is. By practicing, you will begin to recognize the voice 
of the Lord. We need to practice because, with the busy lives 
we lead, we don’t always yield to hear or recognize His voice. 
There will be times when we have to sit still to get a word of 
knowledge. But there will also be times when we suddenly rec-
ognize that the fleeting thought we are hearing is truly a word of 
knowledge from the Spirit of the Lord. Take that word of knowl-
edge, submit it to the Word of God, and then release it to bring 
forth change, healing, impartation, or revelation!



The Gift of Faith

And without faith it is impossible to please God, for he 
who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He 
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
 – Hebrews 11:6

The gift of faith consists of supernatural faith. We all 
have faith. You are reading this booklet because you 

have faith. A person with the gift of faith stands strong in their 
faith and seldom wavers. We all have faith, but a person with 
the gift of faith believes when others would doubt. “For we walk 
by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). A recipient of the gift of faith 
embraces this truth.
 The gift of faith goes beyond natural faith to knowing faith. 
It is a deep faith that believes that God is who He says He is and 
does what He says He will do. A person operating in the gift 
of faith supernaturally trusts and does not doubt the circum-
stances and situations in front of them.

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain offered. Through this he was approved as righteous, 
with God testifying concerning his gifts. He still speaks 
through his faith, though he is dead. – Hebrews 11:4

By faith Enoch was taken to heaven so that he would not 
see death. He was not found, because God took him away. 
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For before he was taken, he had this commendation, that 
he pleased God. – Hebrews 11:5

By faith Noah, being divinely warned about things not yet 
seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark to save his 
family. – Hebrews 11:7

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out 
into a place which he would later receive as an inheri-
tance. He went out not knowing where he was going. By 
faith he dwelt in the Promised Land, as in a foreign land, 
dwelling in tents. – Hebrews 11:8-9

By faith Sarah herself also received the ability to conceive 
seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, be-
cause she judged Him faithful who had promised. 
 – Hebrews 11:11

 Although none of these people in the Bible could see the 
promise at the time, they acted in faith. They activated their 
faith and believed in God’s Word. That is how the gift of faith 
operates. It believes that God’s Word will be completed.
 Faith and trust are interchangeable in the Bible. In the Com-
plete Jewish Bible, the word trust is used in place of the word 
faith. If you desire the gift of faith, you can cultivate that gift by 
learning to trust in God.
 Both trust and faith can be learned. With each situation 
that arises, take one little step at a time. Place your faith in 
God, and attempt to trust Him for that situation. Don’t look at 
the big picture for the moment. Take a small step of trust. Say 
to yourself, “I can do this. I can trust Him.” When the fruit of 
that step of trust manifests, you will then discover that you can 
trust Him again and even more next time. Each time, you will 
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successfully move forward in trust instead of moving backward 
in self-reliance.
 Evaluate the natural circumstances where you did not have 
faith or trust in God. Discern why you didn’t trust Him in those 
situations. As you uncover the reasons why you couldn’t trust 
Him, you will move to a place of healing in that area of distrust. 
When you overcome your past insecurities, you will move to a 
place of healing. When healing occurs, trust and faith will in-
crease. By sorting out the mishaps in our past, we stir the gift of 
faith within us to trust in the present and future.
 God desires to give us more faith. Cry out and pray. Seek 
God, and inquire of Him. He will hear you. Call out for more 
faith; after all, He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him 
(Hebrews 11:6). Diligently seek Him by spending time in the 
Bible, the greatest book of faith!



The Gift of Healing

The gift of healing brings forth healings that God per-
forms supernaturally by the Spirit. Healings are also 

miracles because, when the complete manifestation of the heal-
ing occurs, it is a miracle.
 In Scripture, it is written that healing manifested as they 
went. Healing was gradual in these cases. In instances where 
healing was instantaneous, we would label it a miracle. 

When He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show your-
selves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed. 
 – Luke 17:14

Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash 
seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be returned 
and cleansed.” – 2 Kings 5:10

 When Jesus was ministering, He was consistently praying 
for the healing and deliverance of people in the Gospels. Heal-
ing was part of Jesus’ ministry.

And they brought to Him all sick people who were taken 
with various diseases and tormented with pain, those who 
were possessed with demons, those who had seizures, and 
those who had paralysis, and He healed them. 
 – Matthew 4:24
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 We have the power to heal through the Holy Spirit and be-
cause of what Jesus did on the cross. He gave that power to His 
disciples and, since He died and was resurrected, has now trans-
ferred that power to us.

He called His twelve disciples to Him and gave them au-
thority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal 
all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 
 – Matthew 10:1

 In order to acquire the faith for healing and move forward 
in the operation of the gifts of healing, we need to know what 
God’s Word says about healing.

The thief does not come, except to steal and kill and de-
stroy. I came that they may have life, and that they may 
have it more abundantly. – John 10:10

He Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. “By 
His wounds you were healed.” – 1 Peter 2:24

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and by his stripes we are healed. – Isaiah 53:5

 Scripture reveals that Jesus accomplished our healing at the 
cross. As people who pray for others to be healed, we have to 
believe that it is God’s will to heal. We can do this by studying 
the stories in the Bible about healing.
 When Jesus was ministering in the power of healing, He got 
all of the doubt and unbelief out of the room. 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said 
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to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be afraid, only be-
lieve.” He let no one follow Him, except Peter, and James, 
and John the brother of James. He came to the house of 
the ruler of the synagogue, and saw the tumult, and those 
who wept and wailed loudly. When He came in, He said 
to them, “Why make this uproar and weep? The girl is not 
dead, but sleeping.” They laughed at Him in ridicule. But 
when He had put them all out, He took the father and the 
mother of the girl and those who were with Him and en-
tered where the girl was lying. He took the girl by the hand 
and said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I 
say to you, arise.” Immediately the girl arose and walked, 
for she was twelve years of age. And they were greatly as-
tonished. – Mark 5:36-42

 Jesus only took Peter, James, and John into the room with 
Him. We, too, need to get the doubt and unbelief out of our lives 
in order to call forth the gift of healing. Our responsibility is to 
pray for and release the healing power of God into a person’s 
life and then walk away and consider it done and covered by the 
power of the cross. 
 Our faith must activate, and we need to follow the model 
of how Jesus called forth healing in the Bible. Jesus spoke to 
things. When we are ministering in the gift of healing, we need 
to speak to body parts, blind eyes, and afflictions. Jesus was an 
example of releasing healing through His outspoken words.

He took the girl by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cumi,” 
which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” – Mark 5:41

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, 
He rebuked the foul spirit, saying to it, “You mute and 
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deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him, and enter 
him no more.” – Mark 9:25

Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.” 
Immediately the man was healed, took up his bed, and 
walked. – John 5:8-9

 Jesus spoke, and the sickness left. He consistently used ver-
bal commands to activate the spiritual realm and take author-
ity over the condition. There is power that goes forth when we 
speak out loud. Jesus taught us the power of saying and speak-
ing our words. 

Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief. For truly I 
say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 
and it will move. And nothing will be impossible for you. 
 – Matthew 17:20

Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you 
pray, believe that you will receive them, and you will have 
them. – Mark 11:24

 Healing is ours because of what Jesus has done for us. If we 
can remove the doubt and unbelief from ourselves, healing can 
go forth, and people can and will be loosed of their infirmity.



 

The Gift of Miracles

Miracles are a manifestation of power beyond the 
ordinary course of natural circumstances and hap-

penings. The gift of miracles is a divine empowerment to do 
something through the power of the Holy Spirit that can’t be 
done naturally.
 Miracles come in many different forms and manifestations. 
All healings are miracles, but not all miracles are healings. 

All Healings Are Miracles
 All healings are miracles because, when a healing eventu-
ally manifests, it is a miracle. We will discuss this further in the 
article on The Gift of Healing.

All Miracles Are Not Healings
 Jesus performed many miracles. Not all of them involved 
the physical manifestation of healing.

Healing Miracles
 In the healing miracles of the Bible, Jesus or His disciples min-
istered to a person and saw immediate healing and deliverance.

So He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, 
and immediately the fever left her. And she served them. 
 – Mark 1:31
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As soon as He had spoken, the leprosy immediately de-
parted from him, and he was cleansed. – Mark 1:42

Immediately he rose, picked up the bed, and went out in 
front of them all, so that they were all amazed and glori-
fied God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!” 
 – Mark 2:12

And immediately her hemorrhage dried up, and she felt in 
her body that she was healed of the affliction. – Mark 5:29

Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve 
years of age. And they were greatly astonished. – Mark 5:42

Immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of 
his tongue was loosened, and he spoke correctly. – Mark 7:35

Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your faith has made you 
well.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
on the way. – Mark 10:52

Deliverance Miracles
 Acts of deliverance are considered miracles because you are 
casting a demonic being out of a human body. When you con-
sider the enormity of being able to instantaneously cast demons 
out of a person at the name of Jesus, that is a miracle!

As they went out, they brought to Him a mute man pos-
sessed with a demon. And when the demon was cast out, 
the mute man spoke, and the crowds were amazed, saying, 
“This has never been seen in Israel.” – Matthew 9:32-33

For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an un-
clean spirit, heard of Him, and came and fell at His feet. 
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The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by race. And 
she begged Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
Jesus said to her, “Let the children first be filled. For it is 
not fitting to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 
dogs.” She answered, “Yes, Lord. Yet the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then He said to her, “For 
this answer, go your way. The demon has gone out of your 
daughter.” When she had come to her house, she found 
the demon had gone out, and her daughter lying on the 
bed. – Mark 7:25-30

A spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses 
him until he foams at the mouth, and bruises him, and 
scarcely leaves him. I begged Your disciples to cast it out, 
but they could not.” Jesus said, “O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with 
you? Bring your son here.” While he was coming, the de-
mon threw him down and convulsed him. But Jesus re-
buked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and re-
turned him to his father. – Luke 9-39-42

In their synagogue there was a man with an unclean 
spirit. And he cried out, “Leave us alone! What do You 
have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to 
destroy us? I know who You are, the Holy One of God.” Je-
sus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” 
When the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out 
with a loud voice, it came out of him. – Mark 1:23-26

Miracles Beyond the Realm of Healing
However, lest we offend them, go to the sea and cast a 
hook, and take the first fish that comes up. And when you 
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open its mouth, you will find a coin. Take it and give it to 
them for you and Me. – Matthew 17:27

When the master of the feast tasted the water that had 
been turned into wine, and did not know where it came 
from (though the servants who drew the water knew), the 
master of the feast called the bridegroom. – John 2:9

When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect? They 
said to Him, “Twelve.” “And the seven among the four 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you 
collect?” They said, “Seven.” He said to them, “Do you still 
not understand?” – Mark 8:19-21

He was in the stern asleep on a pillow. They woke Him 
and said, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perish-
ing?” He rose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Peace, be still!” Then the wind ceased and there was a 
great calm. – Mark 4:38-39

Seeing from afar a fig tree with leaves, He went to see if 
perhaps He might find anything on it. When He came to it, 
He found nothing except leaves, for it was not the season 
for figs. Jesus said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” And His disciples heard it. – Mark 11:13-14

 Jesus spoke to things. He commanded, called forth, and de-
creed and declared to things, including nature, storms, and a 
person’s physical condition. He spoke, and things responded. 
Their conditions changed or improved, and people were healed. 
Jesus spoke in faith through the power of the Holy Spirit. Re-
member, Jesus didn’t start His ministry until He was baptized by 
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the Holy Spirit. You have this same power available to you when 
you are baptized in the Holy Spirit.

He called His twelve disciples to Him and gave them au-
thority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all 
kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. – Matthew 10:1

He said to them, “Go into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. But he who does not believe will be con-
demned. These signs will accompany those who believe: In 
My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with 
new tongues; they will take up serpents; if they drink any 
deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay hands on 
the sick, and they will recover. – Mark 16:15-18



The Gift of Prophecy

The gift of prophecy is a word of edification, comfort, 
or exhortation. It is the act of speaking divine revelation 

from the Holy Spirit into a person’s life. God still chooses to speak 
instructions, revelation, and future events to His people and many 
times chooses to do so through the Spirit of Prophecy.
 Prophecy can be a new direction for a person, revealing a 
specific event or happening that will occur, or it can be a word 
of confirmation. Words and directions spoken by the gift of 
prophecy are usually a confirmation of something a person al-
ready knows, such as their need to write a book or enter into 
a specific ministry. It can be a verbal affirmation of something 
that the Holy Spirit has already been speaking to them about. 
 Prophecy is an affirmation that builds a person up, perhaps 
by confirming their character, that the Lord is with them in 
their struggle, or that they are heading down the right path. It is 
not limited to these things, but often those operating under the 
gift of prophecy will release words in the direction of releasing 
God’s love and power. A prophetic word should witness to the 
recipient’s inner spirit. 

For you may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn 
and all may be encouraged. – 1 Corinthians 14:31

“In the last days it shall be,” says God, “that I will pour out 
My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 

– 65 –



66 | Kathy DeGraw

prophesy, your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. Even on My menservants and 
maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and 
they shall prophesy.” – Acts 2:17-18

 The Holy Spirit desires all to prophesy; it is for edification 
and the equipping of the saints. Hope is given in those moments 
of prophetic release. People want to hear a word from God. He 
does not choose to speak to everyone audibly. However, proph-
ecy is one of the many ways that God can communicate with us.
 It is simple to hear from God; unfortunately, people don’t 
realize how simple it is. (I teach on this subject in my book, 
FLESH, SATAN OR GOD ~ Who Are You Hearing From?) 
Through the gift of prophecy, people can receive a message in-
spired by the Holy Spirit for their particular situation or destiny. 
We should take the word we hear back to prayer to have God 
confirm it. And we should submit it to the Word of God, mak-
ing sure that the word we received aligns with the Word of God.
 Prophecy is a combination of several spiritual gifts that are 
mentioned in this booklet and in Scripture, including words 
of knowledge, words of wisdom, discerning of the spirits and 
prophecy. Prophecy is receiving revelation from the Holy Spirit 
and delivering that revelation verbally, out loud, to impact, ig-
nite, and impart into people.
 Prophecy through the giftings should have the up factor. 
Prophecy is supposed to exhort, edify, comfort, and build up or 
lift up. 

	 •	 Exhortation	stirs	up	people	and	calls	them	to	action.	

	 •	 	Edification	builds	a	person	up	and	assists	them	in	gain-
ing spiritual knowledge and insight. 
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	 •	 	Comfort	 strengthens	people	and	gives	 them	 the	bold-
ness, perseverance, and confidence to head in the direc-
tion the Spirit is calling them. 

 Paul teaches the church the importance of prophecy in 1 
Corinthians 14:1:

Follow after love and desire spiritual gifts, but especially 
that you may prophesy. – 1 Corinthians 14:1

Therefore, brothers, eagerly desire to prophesy. 
 – 1 Corinthians 14:39

 The word desire in Strong’s #2206 is defined as, “to be zeal-
ous for, to pursue ardently, and to desire eagerly or intensely.” 
The gift of prophecy is something we should be pursuing, not 
for our own gratification or exaltation, but in order to release 
the love and power of God through exhortation, edification, 
and comfort. 
 All people need to be affirmed and loved. Delivering a pro-
phetic word is one way that we can show God’s love and reveal 
to people that God hears their prayers, cares about their situa-
tion, and is present for their every need.
 As we release the prophetic, we will continue to grow in the 
prophetic. See the devotional section of this booklet to learn 
how to stir up and release the prophetic gift inside of you.



The Gift of Discerning
of the Spirits

Discerning of the spirits is the ability to recognize, 
identify, and distinguish between spirits, including the 

Spirit of God, the spirit of man, angels, and demons. Discerning 
is the supernatural ability to see into the spirit and soul of a per-
son in regards to their true or false intentions, which also pro-
tects us from deception. It is the power to distinguish between 
true and false prophets or to discover the inward workings of a 
person’s mind supernaturally by the Holy Spirit. It reveals and 
enables us to see into a person’s soul their present circumstance 
or past hurts and failures in order to use that information for 
intercession or to bring them to a place of healing. 
 When we read about the armor of God, we learn that our 
fight is not against people, but against evil spirits.

For our fight is not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, and against spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places. – Ephesians 6:12

 One of the functions of this gift is to be able to discern the 
demonic realm in order to bring forth a call to intercession, pro-
tection, or warning, or to be able to assist a person to freedom 
through the casting out of demons.
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Jesus Used the Gift of Discerning the Spirits

Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think 
evil in your hearts”? – Matthew 9:4

“Should we pay, or should we not pay?” But He, knowing 
their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why test Me? Bring Me a 
denarius that I may see it.” – Mark 12:15

But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is made desolate. And a 
house divided against itself falls.” – Luke 11:17

Paul and Peter Also Used Discernment
When Ministering

Satan Filled the Heart of Ananias
 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your 
heart to deceive the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the 
proceeds of the land”? – Acts 5:3

Paul Knew that Elymas the Sorcerer Was a Child of the 
Devil
 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, stared at him and said, “You son of the devil, en-
emy of all righteousness, full of deceit and of all fraud, will 
you not cease perverting the right ways of the Lord?” 
 – Acts 13:9-10

 The power of the Holy Spirit gives us the ability to go be-
yond our natural ability and perception to see something in the 
spiritual that we cannot see in the natural. Discernment can be 
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learned in the natural by watching and observing the natural 
intelligence of who a person is. By observing what they do, we 
can predict their moves and outward actions. However, through 
the ability of the Holy Spirit, we can see their inward motives, 
intentions, and responses.
 Discerning of the spirits should be sought after as a means 
by which we can minister, but not as a way to say “look at me.” 
When seeking a gift, search your motives to make sure that there 
is purity. When it comes to the discerning of the spirits, many 
covet this gift so that they can see into the spirit realm. Particu-
larly, people desire to see demons. You have to ask yourself why 
you want to see demons. You will see what you focus on, what 
the object of your attention is. Seeing angels is much better than 
seeing demons.
 You also have to make sure when you are seeking this gift 
that you don’t want the gift for the sole purpose of fault-finding 
and pointing out a person’s mistakes. All gifts should produce 
fruit for the Kingdom of God. Will the end results glorify the 
Lord? If they will, proceed with inquiring of and stirring up the 
gift within you.



The Gift of Diversities
or Various Tongues

The gift of tongues consists of various kinds of tongues, 
which is also known as diversities of tongues. The gift 

of tongues is speaking in an unknown language, a divine lan-
guage, to God. Tongues are a gift of the Holy Spirit that every 
person who is born again and baptized in the Holy Spirit person 
can receive.
 There are diversities of tongues. There are foreign tongues, 
tongues for interpretation, tongues for our personal prayer lan-
guage, and tongues for intercession.

Foreign Tongues

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. Now 
dwelling in Jerusalem were Jews, devout men, from every 
nation under heaven. When this sound occurred, the crowd 
came together and were confounded, because each man 
heard them speaking in his own language. – Acts 2:4-6

 When people heard a tongue in their own language, this 
was a sign for unbelievers. “So tongues are for a sign, not to 
believers, but to unbelievers” (1 Cor. 14:22). This manifestation 
of tongues completes the following Scripture: “But the manifes-
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tation of the Spirit is given to everyone for the common good” 
(1 Cor. 12:7).
 By releasing a foreign tongue language, the people releas-
ing the tongue were ministering and being profitable with the 
manifestation of the Spirit that came upon them. The people 
amidst them were being blessed as they could understand and 
receive what was being said in the assembly.

Tongues for Interpretation
 Tongues given in a church setting are for interpretation. 
They are a message to the church when interpreted. Paul in-
structed and brought forth correction to the Corinthian church 
on the proper usage of tongues. When interpretation and order 
is present, the church is edified.

I desire that you all speak in tongues, but even more that 
you prophesy. For greater is he who prophesies than he 
who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so that the 
church may receive edification. – 1 Corinthians 14:5

If anyone speaks in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, 
or at the most by three, and each in turn, and let one in-
terpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him remain silent 
in the church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 
 – 1 Corinthians 14:27-28

 Tongues are a supernatural language that we can desire and 
pray in. They are the perfect communication between our spirit 
and His Spirit. As much as we desire to pray in this unknown 
language, Paul also instructs that we should pray and desire to 
interpret what we speak.
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Let him who speaks in an unknown tongue pray that he 
may interpret. – I Corinthians 14:13

Tongues for Our Personal Prayer Language
 Tongues for our personal prayer language are a supernatu-
ral prayer language that the Holy Spirit prays through us to our 
Heavenly Father. Tongues for our personal, private prayer lan-
guage connect us with God’s Spirit. When we pray in tongues, it 
edifies, builds up, and releases our destiny. It brings forth heal-
ing and releases divine mysteries. 

He who speaks in an unknown tongue edifies himself, but 
he who prophesies edifies the church. 
 – 1 Corinthians 14:4

 Your personal prayer language can be released anytime, 
anywhere. It helps you to pray when you don’t know what or 
how to pray. In moments like these and other times, the Holy 
Spirit comes in and co-labors with you in prayer and releases 
a supernatural prayer language that can and will move heaven 
and earth.

Tongues for Intercession

Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses, for we do 
not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Him-
self intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
 – Romans 8:26 

 The Holy Spirit intercedes for us. Think of a time when you 
didn’t know how to pray perhaps because you were stressed, up-
set, or grieved. What about the time when a friend asked you 
to pray for their situation, but you felt you didn’t know how to 
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pray? Prayer chains and intercessory prayer lists can be chal-
lenging to us in prayer because we are disconnected from the 
person or circumstance. In all of these times, praying in tongues 
can be beneficial and exactly what we need, the Spirit of the 
Lord to come upon us and intercede for us. 
 There are diversities of tongues. But they are all profitable 
due to our co-laboring with the Holy Spirit. Open yourself up 
to allowing the Holy Spirit to speak through you. 



The Gift of
Interpretation of Tongues

The interpretation of tongues is the ability to inter-
pret when you or another person has spoken out loud 

in an unknown language in a public meeting or setting. 
 Interpretation is for the edification of the body of Christ. 
When a person feels an unction by the Spirit of the Lord to 
speak a message in tongues, out loud in a public setting, there 
should be an interpretation of that tongue to keep order and 
understanding in the church assembly. 
 Paul urged that tongues in the church were not profitable 
unless revelation, knowledge, prophesying or teaching was 
present. “Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, 
what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you by revelation or 
knowledge or prophesying or doctrine?” (1 Cor. 14:6). He con-
tinues to explain in verse 9, “So also you, unless with the tongue 
you speak words easy to understand, how will it be known what 
is spoken?” (1 Cor. 14:9). Paul encourages us that, if we desire 
to speak in a tongue to the church, then we should also desire to 
interpret. “Let him who speaks in an unknown tongue pray that 
he may interpret” (1 Cor. 14:13). 
 Paul is grateful for the ability to pray in tongues. However, 
he says, “Yet in the church I would rather speak five words with 
my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thou-
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sand words in a tongue” (1 Cor. 14:19). Tongues in the church, 
out loud as a public display, should be interpreted so that they 
bring forth instruction, teaching, and clarity and not confusion.

When you come together, every one of you has a psalm, a 
teaching, a tongue, a revelation, and an interpretation. Let 
all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in an 
unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, 
and each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no 
interpreter, let him remain silent in the church, and let him 
speak to himself and to God. – 1 Corinthians 14:26-28

 Tongues for personal edification and our private prayer 
language do not have to be interpreted. This seems contrary 
to what Paul just taught; therefore, the two easily get misun-
derstood. Tongues for the edification of the church must be in 
order. Some leaders forbid tongues to be spoken out loud and 
don’t feel that tongues should come forth in any manner unless 
they are interpreted. Scripturally, this is not the case. Paul was 
simply promoting order and correction for the church.
 Tongues for the edification of the church are valuable. “I 
wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you proph-
esied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with 
tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may re-
ceive edification, because it conveys a message that the Holy 
Spirit desires to release” (1 Cor. 14:5). Tongues with interpreta-
tion convey a message that the Holy Spirit desires to release. 
“Therefore, brothers, eagerly desire to prophesy, and do not for-
bid speaking in tongues” (1 Cor. 14:39).



Prayer Declaration

I   declare and decree that this will be a day that He pours 
out His Spirit upon you.

 I call forth his Spirit to convict you and to lead you into re-
pentance.
 I proclaim that you will grow in your knowledge and under-
standing of who the Spirit is.
 I pray that you would have a divine encounter of His glory 
and the outpouring of His Spirit upon you.
 I say that the heavens open on your behalf, and it will spiri-
tually rain on your life, bringing new life, refreshment, and rela-
tionship with the Holy Spirit. 
 I pray that your loved ones will have an encounter with the 
Holy Spirit and get to know Him and enter into the Kingdom of 
God to live with Him eternally.
 I pray for a refreshing for you, that your intercession and co-
laboring with the Holy Spirit will grow strong and be in union. 
I proclaim that you will be renewed and strengthened in your 
inner man, your spirit, and that the fullness of His might and 
power will manifest through you.
 I call forth the good works of the Gospel that through His 
might and Spirit you would go out and disciple, pray, teach, and 
love people. 
 I call forth the desires of your heart for every good and pros-
perous thing for the Kingdom of God.
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 I declare that you will truly live by faith and not by sight and 
that the Word of God will come alive to you by the power of His 
Spirit. 
 May the Holy Spirit be your Comforter and Guide, Friend 
and Companion, Instructor and Teacher, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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